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SUBJECT: MEDIA REACTION TO US TELEVISION PROGRAM ON TORONTO 

1. INITIAL MEDIA REACTION TO THE JANUARY 1 LATE EVENING NBC 
TELEVISION NEWS MAGAZINE SEGMENT ON TORONTO AND ITS RACIAL PROBLEMS 
WAS A TYPICAL CANADAIN RESPONSE TO ANY ARITICISM FROM THE 

UNITED STATES - MORE OR LESS, IT COULD NOT BE TRUE, BUT 
ANYWAYSTHE SAME SITUATION IS MUCH WORSE IN THE UNITED STATES. 

THE FEDERAL IMMIGRATION MINISTER AND TORONTO MAYOR CROMBIE, 

WHO WERE BOTH QUOTED EXTENSIVELY IN THE FIRST NEWS COVERAGE, 
CLAIMED THAT NBC PROGRAM NOT FACTUAL, DISTORTED, ETC., ETC. 

2. AS COMMENTS WERE BUILDING TOWARDS CONDEMNATION OF US NEWS 
FEATURE PROGRAM, WITH SOME STILL TONGUE-IN-CHEEK OBSERVATIONS THAT 
PROGRAM WAS PERHAPS RETALIATION EOR CANADAIN ATTITUDE ON USE OF 
AMERICAN PROGRAMS BY CANADAIN CABLE SYSTEMS, REPORTS OP RACIAL 
OCCURENCE IN TORONTO DECEMBER 31 DEFUSED ANTI-AMERICAN THRUST OF 
MEDIA REACTION. INVESTIGATOR IN OFPICE OF ONTARIO OMBUDSMAN TRIED 
TO ASSIST TWO ASIANS BEING MOLESTED BY YOUTHS IN SUBWAY TRAIN 

AND WAS INJURED WHILE 30 OTHER PASSENGERS AND CONDUCTOR ALLEGEDLY 
RENDERED NO ASSISTANCE. COINCIDENCE OF PROGRAM AND THIS EVENT 
HAVE LED TO MANY COMMENTATORS CONCLUDING THAT US PROGRAM MAY 
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HAVE BEEN EXCESSIVE IN PRESENTATION BUT THAT BASICS WERE THE 
SAME AS THOSE REPORTED BY SEVERAL CANADAIN INVESTIGATIVE BODIES. 

3. COMMENT: WHILE IT IS DOUBTPUL THAT CANADAIN EGO WILL EVER 
ACCEPT ANY CRITICISM PROM US SOURCES ON MORAL ISSUES, SEEING THAT 
MORAL SUPERIORITY IS THE PSYCHOLOGICAL SECURITY BLANKET FOR 
CANADIANS IN THEIR RELATIONSHIP WITH THE US, THE TIMING OF THE 
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TWO EVENTS WAS SUCH THAT THE PASSION OF THE INITIAL CANADAIN 
PRESS RESPONSE TO THE NBC PROGRAM COULD NOT BE MAINTAINED AND 
THAT THE PROGRAM ITSELE IS BEING OVERSHADOWED IN IMPORTANCE - 
AND JUSTIFIABLY SO - BY THE INCIDENT ON THE SUBWAY. IN VIEWING 
THE ABILITY OE TORONTO TO MAINTAIN THE MIX OE CANADIANISM AND 
VARIED NATIONAL HERITAGES EMBODIED IN THE CANADAIN MOSAIC GOAL, 
THE MOST WORRISOME ASPECT WOULD APPEAR TO BE THAT THE RECENT SUB- 
WAY INCIDENT AND OTHERS DURING THE PAST PEW YEARS SEEM TO BE 
THE RESULT OP IMPULSIVE ACTIONS BY OLD CANADIAN-STOCK YOUTHS 
AGAINST PRIMARILY PAKISTANI AND INDIAN NEW IMMIGRANTS. THERE HAS 
BEEN NO SUGGESTION OP THE INVOLVEMENT OP GROUPS SUCH AS THE 
ULTRA-RIGHT WESTERN GUARD AND ONE CAN CONCLUDE THAT, BECAUSE 
OP THE YOUTH OP THE ATTACKERS, THE INCIDENTS REELECT A RELUCTANCE 
BY A NUMBER OP OLDER CANADIAN PAMILIES TO ACCEPT BOTH IMMIGRATION 
AND THE MOSAIC PHILOSOPHY. 
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